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ORIGIN AF-18 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 EB-11 COME-OO COA-02 SSO-OO CIAE-00 
INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 INRE-00 CG-00 SCSE-00 H-02 
SCI-06 /051 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/ S: WELANDFAIR: AMH 
6/22/73 X23274 

APPROVED BY AF/ S: JWFOLEY 

029038 

O 222139 Z JUN 73 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN NIACT IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 122759 

E. 0.11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN 

SUBJ: AMERICAN DRILLING RIG IN DISTRESS 

DEPARTMENT INFORMED BY BILL KENT , PRESIDENT OF READING 
AND BATES DRILLING COMPANY, HOUSTON, TEXAS THAT A DRILLING 
RIG OWNED BY HIS FIRM, THE " CHRIS SEGER" IS IN DISTRESS 
OFF PORT ELIZABETH BUT HAS BEEN DENIED PERMISSION ENTER 
PORT BY AUTHORITIES WHO FEAR OIL POLLUTION. RIG IS 
UNDER TOW BY TUG " POOLZF.F." OWNED BY SMIT INTERNATIONAL 
OF ROTTERDAM. TUG AND RIG LEFT CAPE TOWN JUNE 17 BOUND 
FOR SINGAPORE BUT ENCOUNTERED SEVERE STORMS ENROUTE 
WHICH HAVE CRIPPLED RIG AND IT IN DANGER OF SINKING. 

KENT SAID HE HAS NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO HAVE RIG TOWED 
INTO PORT ELIZABETH AND FACE LEGAL CONSEQUENCES. HE 
ADDED THAT OIL TANKS ON RIG LONG SINCE RUPTURED AND THEY 
NOW FILLED ONLY WITH SEA WATER SO THERE NO DANGER OF POL- 
LUTION. CONGEN IS REQUESTED DO WHATEVER POSSIBLE TO 
FACILITATE ENTRY OF TUG AND RIG INTO PORT ELIZABETH. RUSH 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** UNCLASSIFIED 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 JUN 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE1 22759 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: WELANDFAIR: AMH 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: n/a 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SECSTATE WASHDC 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730630/aaaajqyy.tel 

Line Count: 58 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: elyme 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 15 OCT 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <15-0ct-2001 by phillir0>; APPROVED <28 FEB 2002 by elyme> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> srp 980227 
Subject: AMERICAN DRILLING RIG IN DISTRESS 
TAGS: ETRN 

To: CAPE TOWN INFO PRETORIA 
Type: TE 
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